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BBC Finalist pays school a surprise visit 

óThe Voiceô at Vicarage  

It already seemed like a good 

day for pupils at Vicarage Pri-

mary School when they were 

allowed to watch a reshowing 

of the last episode of óThe 

Voiceô during assembly. Little 

did they know that that was 

only the beginning.  

The reason behind this? Contestant 

Emmanuel Nwamadi is elder broth-

er to two Vicarage pupils who want-

ed to share his achievement of 

reaching the semi-finals with their 

school.  

What better way to do that than by 

a showing of the performance 

which got him that far? Unless, of 

course, you could get Emmanuel 

there in person and that is exactly 

what happened when Emmanuel 

entered, following the showing of 

his performance to a huge round of 

applause.  

Pupils then had the opportunity to 

ask Emmanuel questions about his 

musical past and about the show, 

when he told them that: ñI chose 

óThe Voiceô, because it is just about 

the voice and how you sing.ò 

Emmanuelôs final message to the 

school was to encourage the pupils 

to work hard and to aim for their 

goals. 

Though he was asked, Emmanuel 

refused to reveal what he would be 

singing during his semi-final perfor-

mance that weekend. 

On Saturday 28th March Emmanuel 

sang óA Whiter Shade of Paleô, 

which earned him a place in the 

showôs final, which will be held this 

Saturday, 4th April, and will be 

broadcast on BBC One at 7pm. 

Emmanuel is 23 years old and is 

currently studying Commercial Mu-

sic Performance at the University of 

Westminster. 

After getting through to the Final, 

Emmanuel took to Twitter, writing: 

ñI really don't know how to express 

what I'm feeling right now. If it 

wasn't for you all I wouldn't be 

where I am now. I am so grateful.ò 

óThe Voiceô is now in its fourth sea-

son on the BBC. The contest sees 

up and coming performers coached 

and judged on a series of perfor-

mances by Sir Tom Jones, will.i.am, 

Rita Ora and Ricky Wilson. The win-

nner will get a recording contract 

with Universal Music. Previous win-

ners include Leanne Mitchell, An-

drea Begley and Jermain Jackman. 

http://twitter.com/Npwnews
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International competi-

tion now looms before 

one St Bonaventureôs 

pupil after his success in 

the UK Intermediate 

Maths Challenge.  

Dawid Dawidowski in year 

11 was among only 6% of 

200,000 entrants to the 

competition who received a 

gold standard certification. 

He got the best result in the 

school and will now go on 

to take part in the European 

round of the competition.  

A further sixteen pupils 

from St Bonaventureôs were 

recognised for  the ir 

achievements, with nine boys, rep-

resenting 21% of the entrants, get-

ting a bronze certificate and seven, 

or 13%, getting silver putting them 

all within the top 40% of students, 

nationally who entered the competi-

tion.  

St Bonaventureôs numeracy coordi-

nator, Lauren Murphy, who organ-

ised the schoolôs participation in the 

challenge, commented: ñThis is a 

huge achievement as the challenge 

was really tough.ò 

The Intermediate Challenge is 

aimed at pupils in Year 11 or below 

and involves answering 25 multiple 

choice maths questions in one hour. 

Seventeen pupils earned awards 

St Bonaventureôs Math Challenge success 

Elmhurst pupil gains place at top school in the 
country  

Semalôs Shakespeare performance gets her noticed by Wycombe Abbey 

Semal Siddiqui is a lovely, well 

behaved pupil at Elmhurst Pri-

mary School who has a flair for 

acting, mathematics and de-

bating. She was asked to per-

form a speech from Henry V 

last year for HRH the Prince of 

Wales. In the summer she was 

asked to deliver another 

Shakespearean speech at a 

fundraising event for the 

Shakespeare Schools Festival. 

Elmhurst has a strong tradition 

of studying and performing dif-

ferent Shakespearean plays 

(currently years 4 &5 are stud-

ying Much Ado About  Nothing) . 

After Semal performed at Wycombe 

Abbey, the top independent girlsô 

boarding school in the country, the 

headmistress spoke to Ms Samra, 

head of Year 6 at Elmhurst Primary 

School, to suggest that Semal apply 

for a bursary and sit the 11+ tests 

at the school. This was in June and 

the tests were in November and 

January. In spite of the very short 

time frame and with some addition-

al support from Mr and Mrs 

Colthrust, two dedicated teachers 

at the school, Semal has gained a 

place at Wycombe Abbey and will 

be starting in September.  

Semal has outperformed pupils 

across the country to gain a full 

bursary worth over £30,000 a year. 

Wycombe Abbey is ranked in first 

place for academic achievement. 94 

per cent attained A* -A grades at A-

level last year.  

Elmhurst wish Semal all the best 

and feel proud of all of her achieve-

ments. 

http://twitter.com/Npwnews
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From NPW  

Please tell us what you think of our service 

We want to know what you think. NPW is a mu-

tual organisation, owned by the schools we pro-

vide services for, so it is vital that we get your 

opinions on how well our services are meeting 

your needs.  

We have a one question performance poll on our 

homepage, at www.npw.so, asking for your rating of 

our service: Excellent, Good, Poor or Very Poor, there is 

also an option for if you do not buy NPW services. 

The poll takes a couple of seconds to complete and 

afterwards you can see how others have scored us and 

compare their result with yours.  

Your response will give us an indicator of schoolsô satis-

faction, which we will use to help us to provide an ef-

fective service. 

To subscribe to the NPW Newsletter, go to http://

www.npw.so/news/index.html and enter the email ad-
dress where you would like to receive it then press sub-

scribe.  

Any queries? Stories or events for publication? Adver-

tising a school vacancy or service? 

Contact us  

Editorial enquiries: newsletter@npw.so 

Job adverts: adverts@npw.so 

http://twitter.com/Npwnews

